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Artist Statement

I challenge the conception of an incontrovertible and
hegemonic truth. Through unexpected surreal collisions of
multiple realities, I fabricate and liberate new conditions of
existence for bothmy painted subjects and those that experience
them. With saturation and dramatic surreal composition, this
work directly addresses viewers forcing them to confront
hybridities between gender and reality, offering vague, delicate
alternatives with sharp edges. Using photographic references,
which I stage andmanipulate, I wish to articulate otherness and
social disbelonging that manifests inner turmoil through
visceral ruptures of fleshy reality and psychological trauma
through physical corruption.

My over the top work as a whole rebukes minimalism as I find
such conventions of forced restraint offensive and in line with
the values established by hypocrites like Bruce Bower, that touted
the necessity of respectability politics for the social acceptance of
the queer subject. The manipulated photographs will not
necessarily follow the principles of physics, each of which are far
extrapolated theories that ground themselves in arbitrary
assumptions at their core.

The imagery gravitates thematically around pleasure and pain,
decadence and aesthetics, and the obfuscation between our human
identity as both cultures and creatures. The onus of this project is
to disconnect viewers' experience from the world around them by
providing an all-encompassing moment of awe from their situation
in front of the work. The pieces will entwine the multifaceted
nature of reality that is often elided in naturalistic and subdued
portrayals of the world around us. I will buy into universal
societal, religious, cultural, and sexual conventions and
transmogrify them, subverting their original contexts and
meanings to fabricate theatrical, obsessively ornate compositions
that offer reminiscent, proliferated phenomenological
symbologies in contexts that defiantly satirize the arbitrary
nature of the supposed truth.

Artifice is quintessential to my painting practice. I’ve found
from the past years of art-historical scholarship alongside over a
decade in formal photographic education that a large portion of
modern artwork claims to purport the hegemonic and
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incontrovertible truth. I plan to dismantle this myopic
stranglehold through camped surreal aesthetics, wherein the
ascetically minimal are provoked by paintings that offer
unabashed analysis and expressionwith no such promises. In a
world that finds anymore than the plain as superficial, the
pleasure derived frommywork is an act of revolution.

That which declares its own authenticity but is indeed false, is
to me is exploitative. That which embraces artifice, brandishing it as
a leitmotif for change, rings true.”

Contact:

harrisonhaft.com

Cell: 917-434-8980

Email: harrison@haft.com

mailto:harrison@haft.com
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agape, oil on slit particle board, with 702 laser cut

plywood in-lays, vertical diptych, 96” x 96”, 2023

Price: $10,000
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I Forget to Pray for you, Oil, copper, bronze, epoxy, latex paint, salt, sugar,

vinegar, powderized glass, ink, heat, polyurethane,

hydrochloric acid, four birch panels

2023

72 inches × 96 inches

Price: $10,000
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Aegis of Patience,, 176 slits (3/4” deep lenticular hand-cut into 2, 5/8” depth

plywood sheets), light, hand-routed pattern, plaster cast hands, spray

paint, perspective, 96” x 96”, 2023

Price: $6500
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We Don’t Belong in Cages, oil on panel, 36” x 48”, 2021

Price: $6000
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sweeter, when it’s finally found, oil on panel, 48” x 60”, 2022

Price: $5,750
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Used to Rebel, oil on panel, 36” x 48”

Price: $5,000

SOLD



Haft Catalogue, 9

Sciamachy, 40” x 50”, oil, alcohol pigments, and acrylic wisps on printed

aluminum panel physically abraded and corrodedwith hydrochloric

acid, mounted taxidermy bear head, 2022

Price: $7,500
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Abience & Adience, oil onmounted mirrorwith handmadewooden brace,

48” x 84”, 2022

Price: $6,250

SOLD
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Disjecta membra, 24” x 76” (total), oil on three separate wood panels

adjoined–but opposable–by a mounted print of digitally manipulated

original photographs, closes from the sides as an altar, 2022

Price: $4,000

SOLD
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Leftmost panel (20” x 24”)
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Center Panel (24” x 36”)
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Rightmost Panel (20” x 24”)


